
It is finally fall, which means the weather will start to cool, the leaves will begin to fall, and there is 
football on every weekend.  Well hopefully the weather will cool off sometime soon as I think we 
have had almost as many 90+ degree days as we had in the middle of summer.  Hopefully everyone 
enjoyed the last few days of summer with a vacation or at least some time away from the office.

The last few months have been busy with APWA events.  PWX was held at the end of August in 
Orlando.  There were a number of people from the Kansas Chapter that were able to attend.  It 
was great to see so many people at the Chapter dinner.  This was my first time attending PWX 
and it was a great experience. There were a number of interesting seminars, presentations about 
new products, and the phone app was very helpful to layout a schedule for the day (especially 
for a conference of this size).  Thank you to Mr. Cronin for submitting the Presidential Award for 
Chapter Excellence (PACE) application as we got to pick up the award at PWX during the awards 
ceremony.  This is the seventh year that the Kansas Chapter has received the award so you can see 
what a great achievement it is.  The 2018 PWX expo will be held in Kansas City on August 25-28.  
I urge you to consider attending as this is about as close as it will ever be.  If you are interested in 
volunteering, as we’ll need many to make it a success, please get a hold of an executive committee 
member.

The fall conference was held in Wichita this past week.  There were a number of new faces at the 
event, which is always good.  The presenters did a great job and some participants were even lucky 
enough to walk away with some tickets to upcoming events at the Intrust Bank Arena.  Thank you 
Mr. Bergman for putting together the fall the conference and TranSystems for hosting the event.  
I also had the pleasure of attending the Kansas Transportation Engineering Conference (KTEC) 
planning committee meeting, where we setup the 2018 conference agenda.  The KTEC conference 
will be held on April 10 and 11 at Kansas State University.  If you have any topic that you like to 
hear or you are interested in presenting at a future conference, please let me know.

Don’t forget to put our 2018 Spring Conference on your calendar, which will be held from May 
9-11 in Dodge City.

Please feel free to contact with me questions or comments that you may have related the executive 
committee.  You can email me smellies@wichita.gov or give me a call at 316-268-4632.

Shawn Mellies
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
APWA reached another milestone in August.  On August 30, for the first time in the association’s history, APWA 
exceeded 30,000 members.  As of August 31, the membership total reached 30,034, but dipped back below 
the 30,000 mark as of midnight.  The accomplishment was recognized at PWX in Orlando,  when new APWA 
President Bo Mills made the announcement at the closing session.  “Our chapters and branches continue to be 
the grassroots connection for membership recruitment and retention.  These efforts continue to make a positive 
impact in growing APWA’s membership,” states Brian Van Norman, Director of Chapter Relations.

The Kansas chapter currently 252 active members on the roster, an increase of 15 from 237 at the beginning of the 
year.  This about a 6% increase year to date.

Recent New Members

Mr. Zach Baker Project Engineer City of Lawrence, KS
Mr. Jaron Balderes Management Analyst City of Topeka, KS
Mr. Braxton Copley Director of Utilities & Transportation City of Topeka, KS
Ms. Tamara Hagerman Administrative Assistant City of Baldwin City, KS
Mr. Rick J. Lanzrath Asst Dir of Public Works City of Andover, KS
Mr. Kenneth Oshel Public Works Director City of Baldwin City, KS
Ms. Amber Reynolds Technical Support Grp Div Mgr City of Topeka, KS
Ms. Michele Silsbee, ENV SP Stormwater Management City of Hutchinson, KS

2017 APWA of Kansas Fall Conference

Shawn Mellies, P.E.,
APWA of KS President 

Brian Armstrong, P.E., PTOE,
Bartlett & West, Inc.
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Tom Hein, Public Affairs Manager,
KDOT Area Five

Darren Brown, P.G., Program Manager, 
Environmental Assessment & 
Redediation, City of Wichita

Duane Flug, Construction Engineer, 
KDOT Wichita West Construction Office

Dr. Jason Peek, P.E., Ph.D.,
Public Works Director, City of Topeka

Jim Weber, P.E., Deputy Director, 
Sedgwick County Pubic Works

A.J. Boleski, General Manager,
 INTRUST Bank Arena
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KANSAS CHAPTER 2017 - 2018 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Each school year, the Kansas Chapter offers up to two scholarships of $2,000 each, or $1,000 per semester, for civil 
engineering students at both KU and K-State.  For the 2017-18 school year two students from KU and two from K-State 
have been selected to receive the scholarships for the full year.  The scholarship recipients are Bailey Waters and Angie 
Mitchell from KSU.  Aiden Canady and Adeyoyin (Tobi) Imam from KU.  Presenting Bailey and Angie their checks at KSU 
is Professor and Interim Department Head Mustaque Hossain, Ph.D., and presenting Aiden and Tobi their checks from 
KU is Retired Professor Tom Mulinazzi, Ph.D., P.E., L.S.

Angie MitchelBailey Waters

Adeyoyin (Tobi) ImamAiden Canady
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KANSAS LTAP

Register Today! Kansas LTAP and Roads Scholar Training:   http://kutc.ku.edu/calendar/ltap

New Course! Bridge 101, an Introduction into Bridges

Kansas LTAP has developed a new Bridge 101 class.  This workshop will provide the participant with the tools to 
improve their knowledge of bridge types, basic terminology, bridge components, and bridge inspections using the 
National Bridge Inspection form and frequency of inspections.  This is a basic awareness course; those participating in 
this training will improve their technical knowledge, and be able to correctly identify major bridge components, and 
materials used in bridge construction and maintenance.

Updated Course! On Demand Gravel Road Maintenance Training
Maintaining the surface of roads requires motor grader operators to use a combination of skills, knowledge, techniques 
and attitudes that are acquired over a period of time.  It takes constant work to keep skills polished.  Kansas LTAP’s 
Gravel Road Maintenance training not only sharpens operator’s skills and techniques, but teaches participants the 
importance of safety and machine maintenance.  This is an on-demand course with sessions scheduled upon request.  
Day One: Classroom session (required); Day Two: Field session (optional).  The instructor will travel to your site to guide 
motor grader operators while they operate their own equipment at their own location. Each course is customized to 
meet the needs of the agency. Prerequisite for field session is the full day classroom session. Contact Kristin, kbkelly@
ku.edu for more information.

NHI Course! Speed Management
The negative consequences of speeding impact more than just one type of crash, person or place.  The causes and 
effects of speeding-related crashes are often cross-cutting and preventative safety measures should be addressed 
in a comprehensive speed management program.  In this transportation training, participants learn lifesaving 
countermeasures that shape speed management programs and how these can help communities combat speeding-
related injuries and deaths.  This instructor-led training emphasizes how local governments can improve community 
safety by integrating speed management principles into three critical safety focus areas:  roadway departures, 
intersections, and pedestrians and bicyclists.

Below are classes offered this fall that meet requirements for the Kansas Roads Scholar Program, Levels I, II, III.  For 
more information on this program, go to www.ksroadsscholar.org.  The Kansas Chapter of APWA partners with Kansas 
LTAP and the Kansas County Highway Association on this program.

Date Location Event Roads Scholar 
10/18/2017 Manhattan Fundamentals of Leadership Level III required (next offering 2019)
10/24/2017 Garden City Snow and Ice Control Level I required
10/25/2017 Hays Snow and Ice Control Level I required
10/26/2017 Wichita Snow and Ice Control Level I required
10/27/2017 Topeka Snow and Ice Control Level I required
October Wichita Gravel Road Maintenance On Demand 

http://kutc.ku.edu/calendar/ltap%0D
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More classes offered this fall that meet requirements for the Kansas Roads Scholar Program, Levels I, II, III.  For more 
information on this program, go to www.ksroadsscholar.org.  The Kansas Chapter of APWA partners with Kansas LTAP 
and the Kansas County Highway Association on this program.

Date Location Event
11/2/2017 Lawrence Asset Management and Cost Accounting Level III required (next offering 2019)
November Manhattan NHI Speed Management  
Date Location Event  
11/2/2017 Lawrence Asset Management and Cost Accounting Level III required (next offering 2019)
12/12/2017 Salina Bridge 101, an Introduction into Bridges **New Course! Level I elective 

Questions on Kansas LTAP and Kansas Roads Scholar training, contact:  Kristin Kelly, kbkelly@ku.edu or (785) 864-2594.

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR CHAPTER 
EXCELLENCE (P.A.C.E)

Left to Right:   Ron Calkins, APWA Past President, Retired Director of Public Works, City of Ventura, CA;
Shawn Mellies, APWA of KS President, City of Wichita; David Cronin, APWA of KS Past President, City of Lawrence, 
Brenda Hermann, APWA Alternate Delegate, Retired from City of Hays; John Braun, Project Manager, City of Hays

mailto:kbkelly%40ku.edu?subject=
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If YOU are looking for an opportunity
to get involved with our chapter, have we 

got an opportunity for you. We have a
number of committees serving in a variety 

of different areas.
•	 Audit
•	 Awards
•	 Scholarship
•	 Scholarship Auction
•	 Chapter Spring Conference
•	 Snow Roadeo
•	 Mid America Conference
•	 Road Scholar/LTAP
•	 Scholarship Golf

Let Shawn Mellies,
smellies@wichita.gov

 know if you are interested in getting 
plugged in.

LOOKING FOR A FEW  
GOOD PEOPLE...

UPCOMING NATIONAL EVENTSDID YOU KNOW
The apwa.net website has an abundant member’s 
library of APWA topics for viewing.

The Topics include:

Advocacy
Certification
Construction Management
Diversity
Education and Training Facilities
Fleet Services
Grounds and Urban Forestry
Historical
International
Leadership and Management
Solid Waste
Sustainability
Transportation
Utility and Public Right-of-Way
Water and Sewers 
Winter Maintenance

http://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Resources/MyApwa/Apwa_
Public/Resources/Resources.aspx?hkey=f2acc764-62f5-4b92-
9dc8-d7c0f70d0c84

AUG 26-29, 2018 
2018 PWX (Kansas City, MO)

Share your stories and news with the 
APWA community. 

Email your story or photos with a caption to 
Karla Waters,

kwaters@schwab-eaton.com
to be featured in the next newsletter

http://kansas.apwa.net
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